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Japanese sweet potato preference survey targeted for Malaysians
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Summary : In order to clarify the preference for the types of sweet potatoes in Malaysia, we conducted a
questionnaire survey and sensory evaluation targeting local consumers.

According to the results of the questionnaire survey, sweet potato is a popular ingredient that is highly evaluated
for its taste and functionality. Tt was also revealed that simple dishes that make use of the taste of the ingredients
are preferred, and that several factors such as. well as price, sweetness, texture, and appearance are emphasized at
the time of purchase. In particular, there is a large difference in the taste between the the ethnic groups of Malay
and Chinese , and it was considered to be strongly related to the differences eating habits.

The results of sensory evaluation indicated that Japanese sweet potatoes exceeded locally distributed sweet
potatoes in all quality-related items such as appearance and taste, suggesting that exports can be promoted by
making use of the brand image in the future. In addition, it became clear that in comparison among Japanese sweet
potatoes,the preference depends not only on the differences in sugar content or sweetness, but also on the
differences in heating methods and textureln particularit became clear that the fondness of "Naruto Kintoki”,

which is classified as “powdery type".is highest when it is fried.

Key Words : Sweet potatoes, Malaysians, preference, sensory evaluation, Oil Treatment, Naruto Kintoki, Beniharuka
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