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Optimal density of seeds in artificial shell seeding for effective eelgrass bed
construction and decomposition of shell body

Tomoya NISHIOKA™!

Experiment in land tank to determine the optimal density of seeds in artificial shell seeding for effective eelgrass bed
construction was conducted. Germination rate in 6 experimental plots in which the shell size and seed number differed was
examined. The weight of shell was measured to estimate the decomposition speed of the shell body at fixed interval. The
optimum density of seeds in artificial shell was 0.02 grain/mm?® and germinating rate decreased as the density increased from
this value. The weight of shell after a year did not decrease. Based on these results it is desirable to use the smallest shell

that adapt to the environment in seeding water.
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