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Daggertooth pike conger Muraenesox cinereus hidden
in the burrow observed off Tokushima Prefecture

Yukio UETA™, Masakatsu TENJIN™, Takahiro OKAZAKI™

Studies on the burrowing behavior of daggertooth pike conger, Muraenesox cinereus in the sea have never been
reported. Burrowing behaviors of Muraenesox cinereus off Tokushima Prefecture in the outer waters adjacent to the Kii
Channel were studied by observations using a remotely operated vehicle in March 2003.

We observed two Muraenesox cinereus with taking their heads out of their burrows in muddy-sand at 83m depth during
the daytime off Yuki town. Muraenesox cinereus hid in the burrow in relation to the approach of a remotely operated vehicle.

These observations in the field agreed with the ones in the laboratory experiment.
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Fig. 2 Muraneosox cinereus with its head out of the opening of the its burrow was observed by the
remote operating vehicle at 83m depth off Yuki in the outer waters adjacent to Kii Channel, on March
14, 2003, during 9:54 to 16:00(A, D). Muraenesox cinereus hid in the burrow according to the ap-
proach of a remotely operated vehicle(B, C). The quality of bottom sediments was estimated by
eyesight to be muddy sand.

Fig. 3 Muraneosox cinereus with taking its head out of the opening of its burrow in aquarium (70cm
in diameter) with sandy mud sediments on 22 February 2009(A, C). Muraneosox cinereus hiding in
burrow with enlarged entrance formed by itself on 3 July, 2008(B). The head shape of Muraneosox
cinereus (D).
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