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Distribution of largemouth bass, Micropterus salmoides in the lower reaches
of the Yoshino River and their predation on ayu, Plecoglossus altivelis

Tatsuya NAKANISHI™, Akira HIROSAWA™, Shinji KATO™,
Tsuyoshi TANIMOTO™

Distribution of largemouth bass, Micropterus salmoides in the lower reaches of the Yoshino River and predation of ayu Plecoglossus
altivelis by largemouth bass were studied from the snorkeling observations and the contents of ayu in stomachs of largemouth bass,
respectively. Largemouth bass prefer deep pools, bridge pier, and bank protection blocks to swift current as a shelter. Mean population
density of largemouth bass in this area was 12 individuals / ha. Individual number of ayu in the stomachs of largemouth bass increased
during residence in deep pools, where anglers use as fishing points. The size of ayu in the stomachs of largemouth bass was smaller than
the size of fish caught by anglers during the same time period. These results show that largemouth bass selectively prey on smaller ayu
in deep pools.
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