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Detection of Tetanus Toxin Gene by Polymerase Chain Reaction : A Case Study

Toshihiko MORIL, Chieko SAWADA and Chiiko SASAKAWA

Division of Public Health Sciences, Tokushima Prefectural Institute of Health and Environmental Sciences

Abstract

Around 50 tetanus cases are reported every year in Japan. Though the incidence is low, the mortality rate is high. We

report here a tetanus case, in which tetanus toxin gene was detected by the polymerase chain reaction (PCR).

Though tetanus is usually diagnosed clinically, PCR detection of tetanospasmin will facilitate rapid definitive

diagnosis of this infection. We actually obtained the final results on September 2 only three days after the receipt of the

specimen.
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WABRE Clostridium tetani
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